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USES OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EMERGENCY RELIEF 
FUNDS 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund 
Maryland Local School System Application 

Part I – Planned Use of ESSER Funds 

1. Please describe the Local School System’s (LSSs) process for determining the most important
education needs as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Please identify the most important
education needs revealed through this process.

Wicomico County Public Schools is committed to the families and students of our county.  A lack 

of technology and internet connectivity was clearly identified as the most critical educational need 

for our district through both staff and parent surveys.  Additionally, professional development to 

assist staff with improving their competency for online teaching was also identified as a key need.  

Further investigation by the instructional supervisors, deemed many resources that were needed to 

serve our students needs including literacy and mathematic materials/resources. 

The funding obtained will be utilized to provide these and other resources to Wicomico County 

Public School and participating Nonpublic School students the resources needed to be successful 

during this pandemic. 

2. Please provide a summary of the LSS’s Continuity of Learning (COL) plan. Please identify new
initiatives or activities that have been instituted in order to implement the LSS COL plan; i.e.
professional development, family outreach, learning management system content, new or
additional streaming capability to deliver educational services via cable television or other
platforms, and student and staff devices and hotspots to improve internet connectivity . Please
identify the major issues encountered in implementing the LSS COL plan.

Wicomico County Public Schools has designed a plan for continuity of learning to support the 

educational process while schools are closed. We openly acknowledge there is no replacement for 

face-to-face teaching, however we are committed to providing all students quality instruction through 

a distance learning format. Understanding some families do not have online access during this 

uncertain time, lessons are also available in a non-digital format at their home school to pick up 
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during designated times.  Wicomico County Public Schools will continue to review and revise this 

continuity of learning plan as it is implemented. Despite this COVID-19 disruption, it is our goal that 

our efforts for continuity of learning provide students with standards-based activities that sustain 

student learning.  

3. Please describe how the LSS intends to assess and address student learning gaps resulting from
the disruption in educational services.

Gaps caused by this disruption in learning will be addressed in a variety of ways.  First, through 

implementation of our continuity of learning plan, WCPS is hoping to minimize the gaps to the fullest 

extent possible.  Second, a variety of summer activities are planned for students that will continue 

their learning during the summer months.  And finally, WCPS instructional experts are closely 

examining what key concepts and topics need to be specifically addressed when return to school in 

the fall before moving on to new content. 

4. Please provide the LSS’s plan for meeting the equitable services requirement in Section 18005 of
the CARES Act.

An email, with requested read receipt, was sent to the eleven (11) nonpublic schools that operate 

in Wicomico County on Wednesday, May 6, 2020 by Courtnie Jones, the Nonpublic School Point of 

Contact for Wicomico County Public Schools.  The nonpublic schools were asked to respond by 

Monday, May 11, 2020 if they would like to participate in the Education Stabilization Fund Program: 

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund Grant.  Six schools responded 

by the requested date.  Emails were then sent again on Monday, May 11, 2020 and one additional 

school responded they were interested in participating, and one school declined.  On Tuesday, May 

12, 2020, Mrs. Jones made telephone calls to the remaining three schools to verify email address and 

sent follow up emails with read receipts as well.  Documentation of the emails and telephone calls 
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have been recorded by Mrs. Jones.  The schools that initially stated they would like to participate 

with WCPS in this opportunity are: 

Asbury Child Development Center

Bundles of Joy University

Salisbury Christian School

Salisbury School

St. Francis de Sales Catholic School

Stepping Stones Learning Academy

Wicomico Day School

An additional email was sent on June 1, 2020 with a letter notifying the nonpublic schools of the 

change in MSDE eligibility being based on Title I regulations for families meeting the required 

financial guidelines, as well as, the required Intent to Participate Form .  At that time, only St. Francis 

de Sales Catholic School sent in the required Intent to Participate by the June 4, 2020 deadline.  A 

consultation email was sent to St. Francis on June 8, 2020.  A TEAMS meeting was held on June 9, 

2020 and St. Francis de Sales completed the required Affirmation of Consultation Form and returned 

it to WCPS on June 9, 2020.   St. Francis de Sales Catholic School received their allocation amount 

on June 10, 2020.  The nonpublic school will work with WCPS to develop a detailed budget.   


