
 
May 12, 2020 
 
Wicomico County Council 
P.O. Box 870 
Salisbury, MD 21803-0870 
 
Re: WCBOE 2021-One Time Funding Justification.    
 
Dear Council: 
 
In regard to the WCBOE one-time funding request for FY 2021, the facts stated within my letter sent on 
May 10, 2020 remain absolute.  Since then, the County Council Budget Sessions were held on May 11, 
2020 where I was mentioned by name within the session.  I found this interesting, because I was not 
invited to be on the agenda or able to comment.  In addition, my inquiry and concerns were addressed to 
the Wicomico County Council and not to the Wicomico County Board of Education.  This morning on 
May 12, 2020, I received an email from Superintendent Dr. Hanlin with an attempt to respond to an 
inquiry that I had made directly to the Council.  I expect the Council to address my concerns, and not Dr. 
Hanlin.  This is interference with my inquiry, and the concerns still remain unresolved.  To date, this issue 
has become even more concerning, and should also be to the Council.  
 
The simple request for the justification of the one-time requested funding has not been produced.  An 
incomplete summary was provided by Dr. Hanlin, but there are items missing from the summary such as 
document cameras, whiteboards, desks, sound system, and projector.  This summary with excluded 
information was not requested as an alternative.  Having the bids as requested should address the 
questions and concerns. These bids should include vendor, quantity, make, model, shipping cost, labor, 
design fees, and any applicable plans for the fencing, sound system, and the surveillance system.  Also, 
the WCBOE’s Procurement Policy ADM-FIN-PL-013 and Procurement Procedures ADM-FIN-PR-004 
do not apply to WCBOE’s request for one-time funding from the Council. The policy and procedures 
apply after funding is approved by the Council and received from the County. Therefore, the policy and 
procedures are irrelevant as a means of justification to the one-time funding request.  
 
I would like to bring to your attention to the FY 2021 Proposed Unrestricted Current Expense Budget on 
page 131 of the County Executive Budget and to page 70 of the WCBOE Consolidated Current Expense 
Budget.  In both of these documents, the exact verbiage used for the descriptive line items, and very 
specific to the purpose for which WCBOE is requesting the one-time funding.   
 



 
 
In the Excel spreadsheet summary provided by Dr. Hanlin, the $30,000 in laptop carts for the NextGen 
Academy mysteriously transformed into (64) sixty-four Dell Latitude laptops and (2) two laptop carts.  
This appears to be a last-ditch effort to justify what was originally unjustifiable.   
 

 
 
I appreciate that Councilman Cannon followed up to assure that the Council does not take this matter 
lightly and will fully vet as necessary, which this matter certainly warrants.  Please do not take this letter 
as pressing the issue, but rather consider it a further validation so that the Council is able to make an 
informed decision based upon the facts.  Before any special funding is even considered, I would 
appreciate if the Council would follow up with Dr. Hanlin to obtain full justification as previously 
requested.  
 
Thank you for serving the people of Wicomico County,  
 
 
Darren Lombardo 
Wicomico County Resident  
 


